
WHAT IS LEAD-BASED PAINT?  

Effects of Lead-Based Paint 
Lead poisoning can cause permanent damage to the brain and many other organs and causes reduced 
intelligence and behavioral problems. Lead can also cause abnormal  fetal development in pregnant 
women.  
 

What is Required 
Before ratification of a contract for housing sale or lease:  
 

• Sellers and landlords must disclose known lead-based paint and lead-based paint hazards and   
     provide available reports to buyers or renters.  

 
• Sellers and landlords must give buyers and renters the pamphlet, developed by EPA, HUD, and 

the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), titled Protect Your Family from Lead in Your 
Home.  

 
• Home buyers will get a 10-day period to conduct a lead-based paint inspection or risk           

assessment at their own expense. The rule gives the two parties flexibility to negotiate key terms 
of the evaluation.  

 
• Sales contracts and leasing agreements must include certain notification and disclosure language. 

Sellers and real estate agents share responsibility for ensuring compliance.  
 
 
(Note:  This rule does not require any testing or removal of lead-based paint by sellers or landlords. ) 
 
 

For More Information 
For a copy of Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home (in English or Spanish), call the National Lead 
Information Clearinghouse (NLIC) at (800) 424–LEAD, or TDD (800) 526–5456 for the hearing impaired. 


